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In search of
COIMIMon sense

By Chandriita R Krishnan
s I make my way home
to and from work, 1 pity

/ ,‘)\Th" traffic polic ¢, who
ave perforee to handle n bunch
of ill-mannered, unejvilised
and arrogant drivere and ve-
hicle owners who have no
idea what it is to stand in the
middle of the road trying to
direct traffic,

1, too, grew up to a steady
diet of Hindi and other region-
al films where the police are
often portrayed as no better
than hooligans who take
bribes or are killed and tor-
tured if they happen to be
honest!

The railway crossing that I
need to cross every day, takes
a minimum of 20 minttes
though we are just métres
away from the same. When-
ever a policeman is not avail-
able to help regulate traffic
(which is often the case), peo-
ple are quick to point fingers
at the lapse. .Then, isn’t it sad
that the police are forced to
have their authority scoffed at
or not taken seriously by a
group of ‘rules and regulations
challenged” individuals?

No one in my familyis a po-
liceman and hence my idea of
their lives behind the scenes

is limited to what I watch in
movies. Neither did I try to
befriend anyone and shied
away from visiting the police
station except to get the pass-
port clearance or to get a ver-
ification letter for the purpose
ofajob.

Why then this sudden inter-
est to pen down my thoughts?
I can attribute the same to two
different reasons. Firstly, the
news item carried some time
ago, that read, “Inebriated
woman is arrested for misbe-
having with traffic police.”

The news item also had a
quote from the deputy com-
missioner of police traffic
(east), who said the motorists
blame police for traffic but
when it comes to following
rules, they are least concerned.

The second reason is a per-
sonal one. My daugliter was
on her way home late at night
around 11 pm from her work-
place on a scooter. Being inor-
dinately late, I was worried till
Ireceived a call that she needs
our help to pick her up from a
place which was some 3 km
away from home as she had a
punctured tyre.

Drunken driving

Having all sorts of thoughts
playing in my mind, my hus-
band and I rushed to the place
where she was supposed o be
when we saw her standxpg
near a traffic island in the mid-
dle of the road where vehicles

coming from all direction
wonld be in a position to see
her! She told us how a friendly
cop asked her o stand there
and not inany shadowy corner
till we reached her. Unfory-
nately, she told us this only af-
ter we left and we could riot
thank the policeman for his
timely lielp.

Frequently, there are con-
cerns on the aspect of druriken
driving being on the rise and
the steps taken to control the
same. To allow the youngsters
to herald the new year with g
bhang, we have police force do-
ing extra duty to prevent un-
toward incidents due to mis-
behaviour. T always wonder
that to allow one tribe to enjoy,
the others have to forego their
own family time or rest time.

Road lawlessness

The police have their task cut
out for them by handling
some spoilt, rich section of the
society who believes that en-
Jjoyment needs to be as rau-
cousas possible. Watching the
way people drive, the scant
regard for the rules and regu-
lations does make even a saint
frustrated, leave alone the po-
lice force. How difficult it is
for civilised society to follow
the rules? .

Inoticed a young educated
couple driving with small
children in the front seat, that
100 on a chock-a-block road.
Theboy of around three years
was sitting on the lap of the
one who was driving and the
lady in the passenger seat had
another toddler.

T wondered what madness
makes the parents so blatantly
break the rules that too on a
road that'has heavy vehicular
traffic. I think like the West,
we should have our cars fitted
with baby seats or the parents
should be heavily penalised
and their licence revoked.

If the child had grabbed
the steering wheel or even
grabbed a fistful of the par-
ent’s hair, there would have
been a terrible accident,

Every evening, I am left
with a question that constantly
preys in my mind, “Whither
common sense?”

If every individual follow-
ed the rules laid down and
struck to their side of the lane
instead of occupying the en-
tire stretch either sidé of the
level crossing in the above ex-
ample, the traffic can be
cleared in lesser than five min-
utes instead of anywhere be-
tween 20 minutes to an hour.
This can be achieved with a
modicum of help from a more
cheerful police force.

(The writer is Assistant Pro-
fessor, Manipal Academy of
Banking, Bengaluru)



